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BRIEF COMMUNICATION 

HRST FOSSIL RECORD OF THE HYLID FROG IJTOKIA RANI FORM IS (KEITiRSTEIN) 


The Auslralian hylid frog Utoria raniformis (Keferxlein) 
is a member of a group of similar species known as Ihe L 
nurea complex', and is one of the Itirgest species in 
Australia^ isnout In vent length up to 104 mm). The 
geographic range nf the species extends from South Australia 
through Victoria, the ACT and Tasmania In eastern Ness' Soiiih 
Wales'- The species also has been introduced into New 
Zealand and has become established there'*. 

It has heen a source of suiprise that such a large species 
seeming!) is absent from Holocene and Plci.stocciie .sites in 
south-ea.stcrn Australia where uiher e.xtimt sy inpatric species 
hate been found in •abundance^. 

Here We report the first specimens of L raniformis from 
the fossil record. The ilial descriptive terminology follows 
Tyler*. 

The largest and most complete specimen is a left ilium, 
located in March 1995, from material extracted at the 'Ea.sl 
Low' site at Henschke’;. Cave. SA (Utl. 56'58'-(M), l ong. 
l40''45'-58). The specimen ha.s heen deposited in (he 
palaeontological collection at Ihe South Australian Museum 
and registered as SAM P.15305. The specimen has a length 
of 28.0 mm which is less than tlie known maximum ilial length 
of the s-pecies (35 mm)*. However, it is larger than other 
Pleisttxrene frog ilia known from the area and its identification 
has been confirmed by comparison with extant specimens, 
an example of which is show n in Fig. I. SAM P35.105 is 
fragile and paitly encrusted with matri.x, hence Ihe extant 
specimen in more useful foi identific.ition purposes. A line 
drawing of the sectional form of the ilium of this species lia.s 
been published elsewhere’, 



Fig. 1 Pelvis of extant Utoria raniformis from left, lateral 
aspect. Length of ilium = 31 mm. (Photo; P. Kcnipslcr) 


Salient features are the poorly developed dorsal prominence 
and dorsal protuherance. only slight elevation of (he dorsal 
acetabular expansion, a narrow and gently cun'cd pre- 
acetabular zone and a shallow longitudinal indentation tiixxt 
the luteml surface of the ilial shaft. 

We refer two other partial ilia froiii Hcnschke's Cave (o this 
species; SAM P32249 and P35.1U6. 

The age of the deposit has been csiimateil to be from 
35.000* to 100,000'' years. These papers, piovide informa- 
tion on the dcpositional nature and siratigraphic sequence of 
the material. 

We thank the Australian Ke.search Council for funding 
Michael Tyler’s investigations of fossil frog.s and Peter 
Kempster for Figure 1. 
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